Introduction Paragraph

TYPES of HOOKS
Anecdote: 
a brief story that is applicable to the paper’s topic.

Scenario: 
a brief description usually beginning with “Imagine…”, “Picture…” or “Consider…”

Quote: 
from an authority, the elder, or well-known person—must be cited and explained to “bridge” the ideas from the quote to the ideas in the thesis.

Statistic: 
Must be cited and explained to “bridge” the ideas from the statistic to the ideas in the thesis.

Startling Statement: 
Uses SHOCK value to capture the reader’s attention.

*BRIDGE (You will research this information)
Provides pertinent information to connect the hook to the thesis statement. 

Give a general background information about your aspect, attitudes of the times, dreams, hopes, struggles, etc. 
THESIS STATEMENT

Gives a clear and concise position. Answers to “why?” or “so what?”

Subject + position + why?
Thesis example: The (aspect)______________ of the (twenties, thirties, forties) had a ______________ effect on (person’s)_______________ attitude on life + so what?
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FIND THE INTRODUCTION PARAGRAPH ORGANIZER ON THE NEXT PAGE!

Introduction Paragraph Organizer
	Hook with explanation and / or transition to bridge (anecdote, scenario, quote, statistic, startling statement, or three striking words)

	

	*Bridge (background information about aspect for the time period, elder’s attitudes, dreams, hopes, struggles, etc.)

NOTE: If you are including information from your article, you need to cite the information.

For example: “Modern personnel practices, social consensus, and the Depression acted in concert to delay the emergence of married women in the American economy through an institution known as the ‘marriage bar.’” (Golden)

	

	Thesis (aspect + stance + so what)


	


Example Introduction Paragraph (by Caitlyn TenBrink)





More Time for Education, Less Time Spent Learning


(Hook)Tom Bodett, an American author, once said, “The difference between school and life? In school, you’re taught a lesson and then given a test. In life, you’re given a test that teaches you a lesson.” (Explanation of hook) Many of life’s most important lessons are learned in the workplace or with friends outside of school. (Bridge) Teens need the summer off of school to refocus, relax, and learn all of the things the school cannot teach. This break is also important for the school systems so that they are able to keep up and have the money to support the school for the rest of the year. (Thesis) If kids were forced to go to school year-round, it would be disastrous. They would not be able to have jobs, the cost to the school would be unbearable, and this would all result in kids losing focus.








