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MSU professor plagiarized and is 'guilty of research misconduct,' academic committee finds

Published: Monday, April 18, 2011, 6:30 PM    
By Julie Hoogland | The Grand Rapids Press MLive.com 
EAST LANSING – Michigan State University professor Sharif Shakrani is “guilty of research misconduct” for plagiarizing paragraphs in his 2010 school-consolidation study commissioned by The Grand Rapids Press and Booth Michigan newspapers, a university research integrity committee says.

Separately, the committee also found three other articles with “clear instances” of plagiarism by Shakrani, all published in 2008 to 2009 in an MSU publication called “New Educator.”t 
Those instances are unrelated to Shakrani’s 2010 report and were uncovered in the course of the investigation, said James Pivarnik, a research integrity officer for Michigan State University.

A discipline decision is pending, the university said Monday in a statement to The Press.

"MSU Senior Associate Provost June Youatt will review the findings in order to determine if sanctions or disciplinary actions are warranted,” Pivarnik said.

The report was commissioned by The Press and Booth Michigan newspapers to examine whether countywide school consolidation or sharing of administrative services could bring savings to Michigan taxpayers. 

The study was part of the newspapers’ Michigan 10.0 series on major issues facing the state.

Shakrani, a member and past director of MSU's Education Policy Center, concluded Michigan taxpayers could save $612 million through county-level consolidation, half as much through shared services.

The Press reported those conclusions in an August series.

The misconduct relates only to the “the use of background material without attribution” in Shakrani's narrative discussing politics and history of school consolidation. It does not affect the conclusions of Shakrani’s study, according to MSU spokesman Kent Cassella.

“Intellectual and research integrity are absolutely essential in an academic environment,” Cassella said.

The plagiarism allegations were leveled in August by The Mackinac Center, a free-market think tank in Midland. MSU responded by opening an investigation.


The center said three paragraphs matched text in the federal Educational Resources Information Center digest, while four other paragraphs matched text in a recent report on Stateline.org, a public policy website affiliated with the Pew Charitable Trust.

None of the disputed material appeared in Press stories about the MSU findings.

“This conclusion really does not change what we already knew,” Press Editor Paul M. Keep said Monday.

“We don’t condone the plagiarism by Dr. Shakrani, but we should remember the methodology used to estimate cost savings from school district consolidation was the heart of the report.

“This information has resulted in helpful public policy discussion across our state, and consolidation remains a focus of local education reform efforts.”

Shakrani, a long-time MSU education professor, said he could not comment on the committee's conclusion until he saw the report.

There is no timetable for a discipline decision, but it could come within a few weeks, Cassella said.

“Every case is different,” Cassella said. “Sanctions or discipline in any research misconduct case, depending on severity of the findings, can range from procedural restrictions to the possibility of dismissal for cause.”

It has been more than a year since MSU had a research misconduct finding. The university averaged about one per year in the past five years, he said.
Multiple choice questions.

1. The main idea of this article is about:

a. An investigation uncovering a pattern of plagiarism by a professor at MSU.
b. Plagiarism as a continuing problem with professors at MSU.
c. The number of plagiarism cases at MSU has decreased over the past few years.
d. Plagiarism damaging MSU’s reputation for intellectual integrity.
2. Digest as used in the passage can be best defined as:

a. To convert (food) in the alimentary canal into an absorbable form into the system.

b. A collection, usually of literary historical, legal, or scientific matter.

c. To obtain information or ideas from; assimilate mentally

d. The product of the action of an enzyme on food or other organic material.

3. All of the following statements are true for this article except for:

a. The Grand Rapids Press hired Shakrani to write a report.

b. The Mackinac Center found instances of plagiarism in Shakrani’s report.

c. The Grand Rapids Press found instances of plagiarism in Shakrani’s report.

d. MSU responded in a timely manner to the plagiarism charges by opening an investigation.

4. The purpose of this article is to:

a. Take a stand

b. Propose a solution

c. Seek common ground

d. Inform and explain

Essay. Summarize this article. From your perspective, what do you see as the problem? Is there a problem? Explain why it is or is not a problem. Who is hurt by Shakrani’s actions? What do you feel the consequences should be for Shakrani’s actions? Explain why. Why do you think Shakrani plagiarized? What do you think would happen if there were no consequences for plagiarizing? Why is this an important issue…enough to even publish in the The Grand Rapids Press?
Response.

What is plagiarism? What are the consequences of plagiarism? 

