Research Paper

English 10
	
	0-2.5- Needs Improvement
	3- Meets Basic Expectations
	3.5- Mostly Proficient; lacks sophistication of a “4”
	4- Highly Proficient; Demonstrates a sophisticated understanding 

	Introduction
	Hook is present, but lacks any intrigue or no hook is present;  little context is given for the topic; thesis is present 
	Hook moderately captures attention; General context is given with some necessary details missing; thesis is stated but choppy transition
	Hook captures reader’s attention; Context includes necessary details and background; transitions to clear thesis 
	Hook is highly intriguing; Context is thorough—topic clearly introduced, necessary, interesting background given; smoothly transitions to clear thesis

	Source Evidence      X2
	Not enough evidence may be given to adequately support arguments and/or much of the evidence is irrelevant or confusing

	Some relevant evidence is given to bolster arguments


	Most evidence is relevant and strong to bolster arguments


	Ample, relevant, powerful evidence is given to bolster arguments

	Explanation of Evidence 
	Some brief context is provided or missing; many explanations are underdeveloped and/or many quotes are misinterpreted
	Context is provided for the understanding the quoted material; explanations are clear with a few exceptions; most quotes correctly interpreted
	Ample context is provided for the understanding the quoted material; explanations are mostly clear; most quotes correctly interpreted
	Ample context is provided for understanding the quoted material; all explanations are clear; all quotes correctly interpreted.

	Power of Argument: Elaboration & Argumentation

X2
	Argument is somewhat present, but is subpar, being too general or repetitive. Writer shows little/no attempt to discuss how the evidence supports the topic sentence/thesis 
	Argument is adequate, but sometimes elaboration could be further developed and/or is at times repetitive and/or does not always directly discuss how the evidence supports the topic sentence/thesis 
	Argument is mostly well-developed, logical and thorough. Writer elaborates giving a mostly believable argument using strong voice that documents how the evidence supports the topic sentence/thesis
	Argument is well-developed, logical and specific. Writer elaborates giving a strong, believable argument with a persuasive voice that documents how the evidence supports the topic sentence/thesis

	Mechanics
	Piece needs extensive editing before it is publishable.  Numerous errors that detract from readability appear on every page of the essay. 
	Piece is near a publishable state; minor grammar and spelling errors on every page needing editing. 
	Piece is mostly in a publishable state; grammar and spelling is mostly accurate with 1-3 errors needing editing.
	Piece is in a publishable state; grammar and spelling is 100% accurate 

	MLA Format
	5+ errors in MLA formatting for paper set-up, in-text citations and Works Cited page.
	3-4 small errors in MLA formatting for paper set-up, in-text citations and Works Cited page.
	1-2 small errors in MLA formatting for paper set-up, in-text citations and Works Cited page.
	Zero errors in MLA formatting for paper set-up, in-text citations and Works Cited page.
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