The Crucible Act Three
Comprehension Check

Answer the following questions for Act Three. Write your answers using complete sentences.
1. When the act begins, who is on the stand, and of what is she accused?

2. Who bursts into court, and why?

3. What does Mary Warren tell the court?

4. What does Cheever say that Proctor did when they came to arrest Elizabeth Proctor?

5. What do we learn about Elizabeth Proctor?

6. How many people signed the deposition? Who are the people who signed, and to what are they testifying?

7. Why is Giles Corey arrested?

8. How many death warrants has Hale signed?

9. What do the men of the court want Mary Warren to do on command?

10. What does Proctor confess?

11. What does Proctor say about his wife that eventually works against him?

12. What do the girls pretend to see in the courtroom?

13. What does Mary claim Proctor made her do?

14. What does Hale do at the end of the act? Why?

15. In our court system today, the accused is innocent until proven guilty. In what ways does the court of Salem ignore the “innocent until proven guilty” clause?
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16. If you were a lawyer defending one of the accused today, what arguments would you make to defend your client? Compose a one-page speech which defends the innocence of John Proctor. Be sure to use examples from the text to make your case.
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